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o oy Goose AT MigpLe CPEEK WMA
' ZM HGTATE Fecolt

By

ON MAZcH %, 1991 Founp A Rosty' GootE AT MIDFLE LREEK WMA IN
LANCAYGTER COUNTY R LEJEEAL 7Yy AETER THE FIR4T STATE RELOEZY WAS
Founp IN THE 00THEEN PppRT oF THE COUNTY . THE BIRp wWA% W™ A
CLocs. OF BouT B00 SHowl GEESE , ON THE MAIN LALE OUT FoM wiLLow
PoruT TEaIL . WHEN EiR4r GPoTriNG THE o4y, | IMMEPIATELY NoTEV 1T verRY
Uil SIZE AP BIEM 4HALLER BILUL - UNFORTUNATELY , ABOUT A MINUTE AFTER
FINFING T THE FLock FLEW, BuT LAVPEP AGAN on THE LALE . AFTER 4Pevvhil>

20 MINUTES TRYING TO ZELoCATE THE BIEP Wit No uLLEdl7, | WMy GTAETING

TO WORAPEZ \F THE 10 Hougto THAT Egic WTHEL ANY | HAY 4PeENT THE PAY

Beroee Looune AT‘Z'?:'%?) GEESE N THE 40oUTHERN PARET OF THE boUNT"(Efz'TU-‘—
’
HAZ HY Bfes FATIGUEY, ANF IFIHAD ONLY 1MAET THE Rotis . AFTEE ANOTH

10 MINUTES OF 4gaetHIN(> | AzAIN FouNe THE BIEZY , $0 4MALL IV coMrnrerroN

To THE OTHER GEEYE THAT IT 4EgMEP TU ‘JuMP' RIGHT our ATHE . THIS

TIME | WATCHEP 1T Foz $EVEZAL MINUTES LEAVING NO poulT N MY HING

[
THAT IT WASG A R0’ foo4Ll . BESIPEL TS MHULH SGMALLER 4I1ZE | NOTEZ IT%
4HORTER NELKL ANP SHALL, RouNvEY HEAD . [N ComPAlisoN To THE RINKE BiLL
OF THE 4NOW GEESE wWiTH THEIR O8VIoUSs GRINMIN(G PATCLH | THE Bl oF THE

RO ke 1S ZISTANCE (ABOUT 136+ Yagrs) APPEAREDZ 50 SMALL THAT 1T
Woe Negd PIEFILULT TO Pk 00T ANY Magxs oN IT WitH A 35y Scope . THE
BiLL couLp BE BEST PESCLIGEP AY SOMHEWHAT TEIANGULAR IN SHAPE , ANP
PRoPoeTionATELY SMALL EVEN CONGIERING THE oVEBALL. SMALL 9I1ZE€ OF THE GoogE .
THE FLock OVLE AlAIN FLew , ANPED AGAIN, AP | BE(rAN WisH NG~ ANOTHER,
BlevER woulr BETHERE TO LoNFIRM THE SIGHTIN(G- . | TueNEr AWAY FeoM MY
SCOPE AN WA, HAPPY TO GEE RANCY MILLER STANGNG BEHING ME , ANS
WHEN HE LokINGLY AGerr ME IF | HAY SEEBN ANY Rovy (EESE HE WAS QUITE
SYLPRiED THAT THE ANGER WS YES. WE WERE ABLE TO AGaIN RE .f:wy THE BIRP,
AUREEING ON ALL FlELe MABKS , ANY WE ALY |NTEPENDENTELY MOTEPR THAT

IT HApP PALE GRAY CoLoeasTioN ON THE BAUL oF THE HEAD ANP NECK, ANC
ALYD TowAer THE REARZ OF THE WINLGS , NEAR THE BLALKL FRMALIES . WE
WoEREP 'K THIS WOULE INCILATE A NoN=APULT B1ol7. RANDY AN | STucieR
IT Fol ABOUT 30 MINUTESG LINPER FAVOEABLE IIHTING CONCITIONS |

THE Ross' (008 EEMANER AT MIPPLE CEEEK UNTIL AT Leagr MARLH o,
ANZ was 4EEN BY MANY oBwEEVEELY, MOST OFTEN FEEDING- IN THE FIELps ALonN(r
THE TOUE RoaV . AT THELE TiMES IT WAS  OFTEN  VEEY CLosE, ANe THE
BLUE-GRAY TRIANGLE cCouLp 86 SEgN AT THE BASE OF THE BiLl. . WHEN GTANPIN b
UPGIGHT NEXT To A $NOW (00%E , THE ToP oF THE HEAPB OF THE £05%' (005 WAS
BELoW THE BiLL OF THE %$NowsS.

ALEO IN WITH THE GNOW GOOSE Frouk wAS A SMALL RALE oF ™E
CANAZA GOOYE . IT Luny ALMOYT AS $MALL AS THE Rogs' OOE , ANP WAL
PAEK - BREAGTED wWITH A WHITE BINL> AT THE BALE OF THE BLALK NEWCL oN
THE FEONT 13 0F THE NELK ONLY . IT' gL wing VEZY % MALL )



. 112-0~177]

T ALSD SHOULWY BE MENTIONED THAT AT LEAST ONE OTHEZ. ODRYERVELR
(Jcee{ BOOL) oM ONE ocepobioN | ANT MYSELE ON AHOTHEE 0 CLhhION
(MAELH 1) | HAP A Royo GOOTE wHIC

H APPEABED 10 BE Mub APULT | GHowml
NO 4N oF ANY &eAY coroeaTiod . | ALG0 FoUMND 1T UNUSUAL THAT THE
gize | HAY oM THE |6th waS FEEFING WITH CANAPA GEESE | ABOUT A

MILE AWAY FloM THE 4o (ooDE FLOCK. . WE KNow THAT THEEE WELE
AT LEAST 2 Rosh' (EESE 1M LANCASTERZ CoudTy PuliNGr THis TME
Perivl”, 15 IT PosoIBLE THERE WEEE 3 2

BN =




Ross’ Goose at Middle Creek Wildlife
Management Area, Lancaster County
Second State Record

Tom Garner

On 3 March 1991 I found a Ross’
Goose (Chen rossii) at Middle Creek WMA
in Lancaster County, several days after the
first state record was discovered (@located)
in the southern part of the county. The bird
was with a flock of about 800 Snow Geese
(Chen caerulescens) on the main lake out
from Willow Point Trail.

When first spotting the Ross’s I
immediately noted its very small size and
even smaller bill. Unfortunately, about a
minute after finding it the flock flew, but
landed again on the lake. After spending 30
minutes trying to relocate the bird with no
success, | was starting to wonder if the ten
hours that Eric Witmer and 1 had spent the
day before looking at 10,000 Snow Geese
in the southern part of the county still had
my eyes fatigued, and if I had only imag-
ined the Ross’s. After another ten minutes
of searching I again found the bird, so
small in comparison to the other geese that
it seemed to "jump" right out at me. This
time I watched it for several minutes,
leaving no doubt in my mind that it was a
Ross’ Goose.

Besides its much smaller size I
noted its shorter neck and small, rounded
head. In comparison to the pink bill of the
Snow geese with their obvious grinning
patch, the bill of the Ross’s at this distance
(about 125 yards) appeared so small that it
was very difficult to pick out any marks on
it with a 35X scope. The bill could be best
described as somewhat triangular in shape
and proportionately small, even considering
the overall small size of the goose.

The flock once again flew, landed
again, and I began wishing another birder
would be there to confirm the sighting. I
turned away from my scope and was happy
to see Randy Miller standing behind me,
and when he jokingly asked me if I had
seen any Ross’ geese, he was quite sur-
prised that the answer was yes. We were
able to relocate the bird, agreeing on all
field marks, and we also independently
noted that it had pale gray coloration on the
back of the head and neck and also toward
the rear of the wings, near the black
primaries. We wondered if this would
indicate a non-adult bird. Randy and I
studied it for about 30 minutes under
favorable lighting conditions.

The Ross’ Goose remained at
Middle Creek until at least 16 March and
was seen by many observers, most often

feeding in the fields along the tour road. At
these times it was often very close and the
blue-gray triangle could be seen at the base
of the bill. When standing upright next to
a Snow Goose, the top of the head of the
Ross’ Goose was below the bill of the
Snow’s.

Also in with the Snow Goose
flock was an individual of the small race of
the Canada Goose (Branta canadensis). It
was almost as small as the Ross’ Goose,
and was dark-breasted with a white ring at
the base of the black neck, on the front
one-third of the neck only. Its bill was very
small.

It also should be mentioned that
at least one other observer (Jerry Book) on
one occasion, and myself on another occa-
sion (16 March), had a Ross’ Goose which
appeared to be an adult, showing no signs
of any gray coloration. I also found it
unusual that the bird I had on 16 March
was feeding with Canada geese, about a
mile away from the Snow Goose flock. We
know that there were at least two Ross’s
geese in Lancaster County during this time
period. Is it possible there were three?

509 Amesbury Rd.
Lancaster, PA 17601
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Record No.:112-02-1991

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # of

Species: Ross’ Goose
Date of Sighting: 3 March 1991 to 16 March 1991
Observer(s): Tom Garner

Date of Submission: 1991

Submitted by: Tom Garner
Member Class I Class I | Class III § Class IV Class V
A B C
E. Kwater
B. Haas
F. Haas

R. Leberman

G. McWilliams

S. Santner

P. Schwalbe

TOTALS
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DN XX

Comments:

Signature (Secretary): @ , Z Date: \‘; /77_ /? .






