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Ross' Goose at Middle Creek Wildlife 
Management Area, Lancaster County 
Second State Record 
Tom Garner 

On 3 March 1991 I found a Ross' 
Goose (Chen rossii) at Middle Creek WMA 
in Lancaster County, several days after the 
first state record was discovered (@located) 
in the southern part of the county. The bird 
was with a flock of about 800 Snow Geese 
(Chen caerulescens) on the main lake out 
from Willow Point Trail. 

When first spotting the Ross's I 
immediately noted its very small size and 
even smaller bill. Unfortunately, about a 
minute after finding it the flock flew, but 
landed again on the lake. After spending 30 
minutes trying to relocate the bird with no 
success, I was starting to wonder if the ten 
hours that Eric Witmer and I had spent the 
day before looking at 10,000 Snow Geese 
in the southern part of the county still had 
my eyes fatigued, and if I had only imag­
ined the Ross's. After another ten minutes 
of searching I again found the bird, so 
small in comparison to the other geese that 
it seemed to "jump" right out at me. This 
time I watched it for several minutes, 
leaving no doubt in my mind that it was a 
Ross' Goose. 

Besides its much smaller size I 
noted its shorter neck and small, rounded 
head. In comparison to the pink bill of the 
Snow geese with their obvious grinning 
patch, the bill of the Ross's at this distance 
(about 125 yards) appeared so small that it 
was very difficult to pick out any marks on 
it with a 35X scope. The bill could be best 
described as somewhat triangular in shape 
and proportionately small, even considering 
the overall small size of the goose. 

The flock once again flew, landed 
again, and I began wishing another birder 
would be there to confinn the sighting. I 
turned away from my scope and was happy 
to see Randy Miller standing behind me, 
and when he jokingly asked me if I had 
seen any Ross' geese, he was quite sur­
prised that the answer was yes. We were 
able to relocate the bird, agreeing on all 
field marks, and we also independently 
noted that it had pale gray coloration on the 
back of the head and neck and also toward 
the rear of the wings, near the black 
primaries. We wondered if this would 
indicate a non-adult bird. Randy and I 
studied it for about 30 minutes under 
favorable lighting conditions. 

The Ross' Goose remained at 
Middle Creek until at least 16 March and 
was seen by many observers, most often 

feeding in the fields along the tour road. At 
these times it was often very close and the 
blue-gray triangle could be seen at the base 
of the bill. When standing upright next to 
a Snow Goose, the top of the head of the 
Ross' Goose was below the bill of the 
Snow's. 

Also in with the Snow Goose 
flock was an individual of the small race of 
the Canada Goose (Branta canadensis). It 
was almost as small as the Ross' Goose, 
and was dark-breasted with a white ring at 
the base of the black neck, on the front 
one-third of the neck only. Its bill was very 
small. 

It also should be mentioned that 
at least one other observer (Jerry Book) on 
one occasion, and myself on another occa­
sion (16 March), had a Ross' Goose which 
appeared to be an adult, showing no signs 
of any gray coloration. I also found it 
unusual that the bird I had on 16 March 
was feeding with Canada geese, about a 
mile away from the Snow Goose flock. We 
know that there were at least two Ross's 
geese in Lancaster County during this time 
period. Is it possible there were three? 

509 Amesbury Rd. 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
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